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straction in Syriae and Arabic to Mr. King, author of the
locally famous " Farewell Letters/5 which gave his reasons
for antagonizing the errors of Rome. Shidiaq not only
polished the Arabic of these letters, but ended by accepting
the views therein advocated. By the command of the pa-
triarch, in the year 1826 he was imprisoned in the desolate
monastery of Qannubin, which hides in the deep gorge of
the Qadfsha. There he was chained, tortured and beaten.
The peasants were encouraged to visit his cell, to spit in his
face, to call him vile names. Once he was assisted to
escape, but he was recaptured and finally died amid the
filth of his prison.1
The persecution which this incident illustrates resulted
in the formation of a native Protestant body. In 1829 the
Maronite patriarch pronounced his second ban against
those of his flock who approached the American missionaries.
"Let them be hereby excluded from all Christian society;
let the curse cover them as a garment and sink into their
members as an oil and make them wither as the fig-tree
which the mouth of the Lord has cursed; the evil spirit
shall also take possession of them, torturing them day and
night; no one shall visit or greet them/'3 Turned out of
their own communion, those who had been attracted by the
preaching of the Americans demanded shelter in the Protes-
tant fold. The missionaries were forced thus to give up
direct attempts at reforming the Oriental churches from
within. But while individuals were admitted to the Protes-
tant communion, it was not till 1848 that the first Syrian
Evangelical Church was organized in Beyrout with eighteen
members, including four women.3 Splendid types of men
were some of the first Protestants—grave, earnest, dignified.
By 1857 there were four such churches in Syria with seventy-
five members. At the present day the communicants num-
ber over two thousand eight hundred. In 1870 the care of
*The details of the imprisonment are quoted by Dr. Wortabet
(pp. 362 and 363) from the "History of the A. B. C. P, M.," by Joseph
Tracy.
3 Quoted by Richter (op. cti.), in a foot-note on p. 188.
a For the constitution of the church, see Wortabet (op. at), pp. 402 ff<

